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Author and Title Description Source, Cost 
Simon Wiesenthal, The 
Sunflower:  On the 
Possibilities and Limits of 
Forgiveness 

 

This is only required reading for the unit.  
 
 “While imprisoned in a Nazi concentration camp, 
Simon Wiesenthal was taken one day from his work 
detail to the bedside of a dying member of the SS.  
Haunted by the crimes in which he had participated, 
the soldier want to confess to--  and obtain 
absolution from--  a Jew.  Faced with the choice 
between compassion and justice, silence and truth, 
Wiesenthal said nothing.  But even years after the 
war had ended, he wondered:  Had he done the 
right thing?  What would you have done in his 
place?” 

Amazon $10.85 

Enright, Forgiveness is a 
Choice 

A clinical method for working through forgiveness Amazon $12.49 

Wilma Derksen, Unsettled 
Weather:  How Do I Forgive? 

An exploration of how story telling can become a 
method and the message of forgiveness 

Amazon $9.99 

McEwan, Atonement The only fiction title on the list--  one of my favorites.  
 
“On a summer day in 1935, thirteen year-old Briony 
Talis witnesses a moment’s flirtation between her 
older sister, Cecilia, and Robbie Turner, the son of a 
servant.  But Briony’s incomplete grasp of adult 
motives and her precocious imagination bring about a 
crime that will change all their lives, a crime whose 
repercussions Atonement follows through the chaos 
and carnage of World War II in into the close of the 
twentieth century.” 

Burlington Public 
Library, Amazon 
$10.20 

Griswold, “Forgiveness and 
Apology” and a response by 
William Meninger 

This essay and response from Tikun magazine will 
be the basis for our discussion of forgiveness in the 
Judaic tradition with Irv Stein. 

Free handout 

Worthington, “Is There a 
Place for Forgiveness in the 
Justice System?” 

Law review article that will be the starting point for 
our discussion with two local judges, Michael 
Schilling and Mary Ann Brown. 

Free handout 

 

 

 


