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“Bold Vision; Bold Commitment” 
  

 
November is the month when we assemble a Budget for the next year and ask our 

members to estimate what they will give in that near year. 
About half our members do give us an estimate, and even 
though members are not held to any amounts they estimate, it 
is helpful to have some idea about what giving might be like 
as we put together a budget. 
 
Asking people to talk about their giving is uncomfortable for 
many. It is a topic more personal than relationship or medical 
status. Some of us would rather show all our surgical scars 

than share our plans for church giving. Even so, missions flounder without budgets. 
How can we move ahead toward where we believe God is calling us if we have no 
sense of how we can get there? No matter how we attempt to camouflage the 
language, the stewardship season is about…….“fundraising,” a topic that sends 
many of us running from the room in panic.  
 

Henri Nouwen1 said of the task of fundraising: 
“It is a way of announcing our vision and inviting 
other people into our mission. Vision and mission are 
so central to the life of God’s people that without 
vision we perish and without mission we lose our 
way.” (Prov. 29:18; 2 Kings 21:1-9). Nouwen says 
that with our funds, “we are declaring that we have 

                                                      
1
 Nouwen, Henri A Spirituality of Fundraising © 2010. P.16, 17 
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a vision that is amazing and exciting. We are inviting you to invest yourself through 
the resources God has given you—your energy, your prayers, and your money—in 
this work to which God has called us.” 

 
Zion is a community of faith passionately committed to ministry. We take on a wide 
variety of missions- inside the building and far away. Our commitment to mission 
and ministry makes us widely known in Burlington, in the Iowa Conference, and at 
the General level of the United Church of Christ. Our commitment to mission and  
ministry are what makes us strong and healthy as a congregation. Funding those 
ministries is never easy; it calls for each of us to make bold choices to share our 
resources to help carry out the Vision and Mission of Zion Church.  
 

At our October meeting, the Consistory pondered 
the intersection of mission and budget and 
stewardship. We believe that our call is to make a 
budget that reflects the ministries and missions we 
feel God calling us toward, even when that means 
we set ourselves a challenge as to how to find the 
funding. We believe that when we are faithful to 
God’s call and follow the missions God invites us 
to, then the people of Zion will invest 
extravagantly in the work God has called us to 
take on, and that we will find the strength and 
resources needed. 

 
If you have not already received a letter from the Stewardship Committee inviting 
you to make an estimate of your giving for 2017, you soon will. On Sunday, 
November 13, you will be invited to place that estimate of giving on God’s altar; all 
of us joining together to pursue the vision and mission God sets before us. 
 
Will you join Zion Church and invest boldly in the vision God has given to us? Will 
you make a courageous provision for the work we will carry out together in 2017?  
Thank you for the generosity with which you have supported the work of God 
through Zion Church in the past; and thank you for your fearless dedication to our 
work into the future. 
 
Grace and peace, 
 
Brice 
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Sunday, November 6 – Communion

10:00 am:  Worship   

Scripture:  Luke 20:27-38  

Coffee Hour 
 

Sunday, November 13 – Stewardship 

10:00 am:   Worship   

Scripture:   Isaiah 65:17-25  

Coffee Hour 
 

Sunday, November 20 

10:00 am:   Worship 

Scripture: Luke 6:20-31 

Coffee Hour 
     
Sunday, November 27 

10:00 am:   Worship 

Scripture:   Isaiah 9:6-7, Luke 1:46

Coffee Hour 
 

 

 

    

Worship HelpersWorship HelpersWorship HelpersWorship Helpers

November Audio/Visual:

Rodney Botts 
 

November Church Closer

Tom & Connie Ralston
 

October Chancel Arts:

Sue Eden 
 

 

 

Thank You For Being A Part Of 

The Praise & Worship Team!
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Communion 

 

Stewardship           

 

7, Luke 1:46-47, 52-55 

Worship HelpersWorship HelpersWorship HelpersWorship Helpers    
    
 

 

 

isual: 

losers: 

Tom & Connie Ralston 

rts: 

 

  

Sunday, November 6
Communion Preparer(s): 

    

Greeters:     

    

    

    

Reader:     

Tower Bell:     

    

Valet:     
 

Sunday, November 13
Greeters:     

    

    

    

Reader:     

Tower Bell:     

Valet:     
 

Sunday, November 20
Greeters:     

    

    

    

Reader:     

Tower Bell:     

Valet:     
 

Sunday, November 27
Greeters:     

    

    

    

    

Reader:     

Tower Bell:     

Valet:     
 

Being A Part Of 

The Praise & Worship Team! 

2016 

November 6: 
 Kathy Morrish & 

Darrell Eden 

Tom & Connie

Ralston;  

Janet McCannon;  

Lin Parks 

Deb Goble 

Milt Paule & 

Crystal Oetken 

Scott Wood 

November 13: 
Rod Reeves;  
Paula Renard; 

Sharon Thye; 

Darlene Pruett 

Don Kellar 

Grace Eden 

Tom Ralston 

November 20: 
Kathy Morrish; 
George & Velma 

Johnson;  

Bob Parmeter 

Dyan Dietzman 

Jacqui Workman  

Tom Ralston 

Sunday, November 27: 
Craig, Lisa, &  
Will Neises; 

Jim Levins;  

Marlis Robberts & 

Jakob Welch 

Joe Deal 

Will Neises 

Marvin Fraise 
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NOW RECRUITING
FOR WORSHIP HELPERS

 
Early in November, I will be placing 

sheets for Worship Helpers on tables in the 

Narthex, listing areas where you can be of 

assistance for our Sunday worship services.

 

There are six different positions that we 

need volunteers for.  A brief description 

each position is listed below.

 

The new Worship Helper Schedule will begin 

January 1st.  It will be distributed during 

December.  Therefore, November is the 

deadline to sign up.  The schedules are for 4 

months at a time.  If you are already 

during worship service, we will have your 

name already on the list.  We hope you can 

assist again, however if you cannot, we 

understand.  Simply cross your name off the 

list.  Thank you in advance for your 

consideration.   –Kristina- 

 
Audio/Visual:  This involves handling the 

PowerPoint presentation during the worship 

service (doing the “clicking”).  It also involves 

some training before you can do this.  You 

would serve a month at a time. 

 

Church Closer:  Serve one month at a time.  

Responsible for making sure all the lights are 

off, doors locked, things put away, etc. before 

leaving. 
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NOW RECRUITING 

FOR WORSHIP HELPERS 

be placing sign-up 

on tables in the 

arthex, listing areas where you can be of 

for our Sunday worship services. 

There are six different positions that we 

need volunteers for.  A brief description of 

each position is listed below. 

chedule will begin 

January 1st.  It will be distributed during 

.  Therefore, November is the 

The schedules are for 4 

months at a time.  If you are already assisting 

, we will have your 

name already on the list.  We hope you can 

however if you cannot, we 

understand.  Simply cross your name off the 

list.  Thank you in advance for your 

involves handling the 

PowerPoint presentation during the worship 

service (doing the “clicking”).  It also involves 

some training before you can do this.  You 

Serve one month at a time.  

sure all the lights are 

off, doors locked, things put away, etc. before 

 
Greeter/Usher:  Be here at least 30 minutes 

prior to worship start time to greet everyone 

and hand out the bulletins.  Also take up the 

offering during the service.  There

greeters each week. 

 

Reader/Worship Leader:  

Invocation, Scripture, and Offering I

Lead the congregation in the Call to Worship 

and the Prayer of Dedication after the 

offering.  Reader material is usually ready by 

Wednesday, but Thursday at the latest.  

 

Tower Bell Ringer:  Responsible for ringing 

the bell at 10:00 a.m. just prior to the start of 

the service.  

 

Valet:  Be here 30 minutes prior to worship 

service.  Responsible for setting out the 

handicap parking signs and 

into the church.   
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Be here at least 30 minutes 

prior to worship start time to greet everyone 

and hand out the bulletins.  Also take up the 

offering during the service.  There are 4 

  Read the 

Invocation, Scripture, and Offering Invitation.  

Lead the congregation in the Call to Worship 

and the Prayer of Dedication after the 

offering.  Reader material is usually ready by 

Thursday at the latest.   

Responsible for ringing 

the bell at 10:00 a.m. just prior to the start of 

Be here 30 minutes prior to worship 

service.  Responsible for setting out the 

handicap parking signs and assisting people 
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Games Your Games Your Games Your Games Your     
Grandparents Played?Grandparents Played?Grandparents Played?Grandparents Played?

 
Wednesday Nov. 2

will be our next 
all-church Noiz Nites 

For Families!
game night 
Your Grandparents 

Played
 

Some games you may have played before like 
Checkers or Marbles or Twister, but you 

might learn some new games like Tinikling or 
Chinese Jump Rope or Jacks.  We will
at 5:30PM with a meal of comfort food, just 
like your Grandma might make!  Then game 
playing from 6-7PM.This is an event for all
ages, ALL AGES!  Come, bring family or 

friends, but most importantly, bring yourself 
and have a lot of fun! 

 
Just a reminder – From now through 

Sunday, November, 20th, Children’s Church 
is sponsoring the Moses Mission Project, a 
food and money drive for Zion’s Food 
Pantry.  You are invited to bring non

perishable food items and paper products, 
as well as, make cash donations to our 

Pantry.  You can bring items to NOIZ Nites, 
to church on Sunday, or any time, of course!

 
We are encouraging families to help their 
children find a way to earn a little extra 

money that they can put towards the project.
Thanks to everyone for your support of the 

Food Pantry and the  
Bridging the Gap Program!
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Grandparents Played?Grandparents Played?Grandparents Played?Grandparents Played? 

Wednesday Nov. 2nd 
will be our next  

Noiz Nites 
Families! It will be a 

 of Games 
Your Grandparents 

Played!   

Some games you may have played before like 
Checkers or Marbles or Twister, but you 

might learn some new games like Tinikling or 
We will begin 

a meal of comfort food, just 
Then game 
vent for all-

ome, bring family or 
friends, but most importantly, bring yourself 

 

hrough 
, Children’s Church 

is sponsoring the Moses Mission Project, a 
food and money drive for Zion’s Food 
Pantry.  You are invited to bring non-

perishable food items and paper products, 
as well as, make cash donations to our 

You can bring items to NOIZ Nites, 
to church on Sunday, or any time, of course!   

We are encouraging families to help their 
children find a way to earn a little extra 

money that they can put towards the project.  
Thanks to everyone for your support of the 

 
Bridging the Gap Program! 

 

COFFEE HOUR
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please stop by the bulletin board and sign 

to host /co-host a coffee hour!

who signed up to host in November are listed 

below.  As you can see, we are in need of 

additional hosts/co

 

 November 13th  Lisa Neises & _________

 November 20th  Lisa Neises & _________

 November 27th  ______________________

 December 4th   ______________________

 

Please check the signup sheet on the bulletin 

board at the back of the sanctuary if you can 

help by sponsoring a Sunday.  

And...Remember – you can make it as simple 

or as elaborate as you wish.  Thanks in 

advance for your consideration!

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2016 

COFFEE HOUR HOSTS 

Please stop by the bulletin board and sign up 

host a coffee hour!  The people 

who signed up to host in November are listed 

below.  As you can see, we are in need of 

additional hosts/co-hosts.   

Lisa Neises & _________ 

Lisa Neises & _________ 

______________________ 

______________________ 

Please check the signup sheet on the bulletin 

board at the back of the sanctuary if you can 

by sponsoring a Sunday.  

you can make it as simple 

or as elaborate as you wish.  Thanks in 

advance for your consideration! 
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A special thanks to the Zionistas for making 

the Burlington, IA CROP Hunger Walk a 

success!  The CWS wants to personally thank 

the participants in the walk and all the 

supporters along the way!  Updates from 

CWS will be coming soon regarding the 

impact we have made to the CSW/CROP 

Hunger Walk cause. 

    

    

    

 

 

Sing-A-Long At Burlington 

Care Center 
 

A special thanks to the Zionistas that 

participated in the Sing-A-Long at Burlington 

Care Center on October 9th

 

Don & Vivian Kellar 

Gail Lawlor 

Rod Reeves 

Sue Eden 

Martha Landstrom 

Debbie Gottschalk 

Cari Kraft 

 

We were delighted to have Lucy Ebert, a 

resident of Burlington Care Center, as our 

accompanist.  She did a wonderful job!
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for making 

the Burlington, IA CROP Hunger Walk a 

success!  The CWS wants to personally thank 

the participants in the walk and all the 

supporters along the way!  Updates from 

CWS will be coming soon regarding the 

impact we have made to the CSW/CROP 

Long At Burlington 

A special thanks to the Zionistas that 

Long at Burlington 
th... 

We were delighted to have Lucy Ebert, a 

resident of Burlington Care Center, as our 

accompanist.  She did a wonderful job! 

 

 

 

 

Sing-A-Long At SunnyBrook

Please join us on the afternoon of Sunday, 

November 20

residents of SunnyBrook!  

This is a very worthwhile 

ministry for the Zionistas, so please 

plan to participate if you can!

 

 

ELECTION EVE

A Pre

Monday, November 7

 

 

 

    
Bridges Bridges Bridges Bridges Out Of PovertyOut Of PovertyOut Of PovertyOut Of Poverty

    
The Social Justice Committee will be 

preparing and serving a meal for the Bridges 
Out Of Poverty Group on 

December 20, and January 31.  

 

 
 
 
 

    

2016 

 

 

 

 

Long At SunnyBrook 
 

Please join us on the afternoon of Sunday, 

November 20th at 2 pm to  

sing-a-long with the  

residents of SunnyBrook!   

This is a very worthwhile  

ministry for the Zionistas, so please  

plan to participate if you can! 

EVE SERVICE 
 

A Pre-Election Service  

will be held  

Monday, November 7th at 

7:00 pm. 

    
Out Of PovertyOut Of PovertyOut Of PovertyOut Of Poverty    

    
The Social Justice Committee will be  

preparing and serving a meal for the Bridges 
Out Of Poverty Group on November 29, 

December 20, and January 31.   
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Bridging The Bridging The Bridging The Bridging The     
Gap UpdateGap UpdateGap UpdateGap Update    

    

During the month of 
October, our Bridging the 
Gap Program assisted 
several families through 
our Love Fund Resources! 

 

Because of Your 
Contributions: 

 

-We assisted 6 people with their rent.
 

-We assisted 6 people with their water bill.
 

-We assisted 2 people with their utility bills.
 

-We assisted 2 people with gas vouchers.
 

-We assisted 1 person with a bus pass. 
 

-We also provided food to 26 families 
from our Food Pantry.  

 

 
 
 
 
 

Once again, Zion Church will assist fam
from North Hill School with gift-giving 
Christmas season.  Zion Church 
helping 35 children with clothes and a gift 
from their special list.  You may pick your 
angel from the Angel Tree on Sunday, 

November 27th.  We wish to have the presents 
wrapped and ready for delivery to North Hill 

School on Monday, December 12
Social Justice Committee reports that last year 
was a success!  The Social Justice Committee 

is thankful for the generosity that Zion 
Church provides to the community!
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people with their rent. 

with their water bill. 

people with their utility bills. 

people with gas vouchers. 

We assisted 1 person with a bus pass.  

families  
 

    

Once again, Zion Church will assist families 
giving this 

Zion Church plans on 
35 children with clothes and a gift 

from their special list.  You may pick your 
ree on Sunday, 

.  We wish to have the presents 
wrapped and ready for delivery to North Hill 

Monday, December 12th.  The 
Social Justice Committee reports that last year 
was a success!  The Social Justice Committee 

is thankful for the generosity that Zion 
to the community!  

    

    
    
    

Renita reports that the handbells
from Texas and are absolutely beautiful.  

A special t
donated to the 

Rehearsals 
direction of Renita

on Tuesday evenings at 6 p.m.  
The handbell choir will be 

performing during the service
November 13

More details will follow. 

please contact Renita.    

    

    
    
    
    

 
Would anyone be willing to volun

collect SnowBull 2017 tickets from the rodeo 
attendees on March 9, 10, and 11

from 5:00 pm –
 

Please contact Kathy Morrish 
for additional information.  

 

 
 
 
 

2016 

    
    
    

Renita reports that the handbells are back 
from Texas and are absolutely beautiful.   

A special thanks to all who  
donated to the cause! 

        
Rehearsals are held under the  

direction of Renita Jarrett  
on Tuesday evenings at 6 p.m.   

The handbell choir will be  
performing during the service on  
November 13th. (tentative date) 

 
More details will follow.  

 
Any questions,  

please contact Renita.     

    

    
    
    

Would anyone be willing to volunteer to 
tickets from the rodeo 

attendees on March 9, 10, and 11th  
– 8:00 pm? 

Kathy Morrish  
additional information.   

 
    



BZ Express 
 

Highway Highway Highway Highway 
CleanupCleanupCleanupCleanup

A big THANK
YOU to those who 

helped with the 
highway clean

on October 8th.

It was a beautiful day and the six of 
us finished the job in about 

An extra bonus was the good time we had 
visiting as we cleaned the roadway

Those who volunteered their time were
Bill and Pam Daws, Tom Ralston,

Kathy Morrish and John Jay.

If you're interested in helping with this 
worthwhile project, all you have

to do is come to the church on the
appointed day and time.

The more, the merrier.
See you in the spring

-Gail Lawlor

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

THANK YOU THANK YOU THANK YOU THANK YOU 

ZIONISTAS!ZIONISTAS!ZIONISTAS!ZIONISTAS!
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Highway Highway Highway Highway 
CleanupCleanupCleanupCleanup    

 
A big THANK-

YOU to those who 
helped with the 

highway clean-up  
on October 8th. 

 
It was a beautiful day and the six of 

 two hours. 
 

time we had 
leaned the roadway of trash. 

 
Those who volunteered their time were 

Bill and Pam Daws, Tom Ralston, 
Kathy Morrish and John Jay. 

 
If you're interested in helping with this 

project, all you have 
come to the church on the 
appointed day and time. 

 
The more, the merrier. 
See you in the spring! 

 
Gail Lawlor 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

-Picture Provided By Pam Daws
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

THANK YOU THANK YOU THANK YOU THANK YOU 

ZIONISTAS!ZIONISTAS!ZIONISTAS!ZIONISTAS!    

2016 

 

Picture Provided By Pam Daws- 
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TWENTY QUESTIONSTWENTY QUESTIONSTWENTY QUESTIONSTWENTY QUESTIONS
_________________________________________

 

As a child, what did you want to be when 
you grew up aka your dream job?  
for Bloomingdales in New York City.”
 
What is the one thing that should be taug
in school that isn’t already?  “Manners 
could all benefit from more use of 
and thank you every day.”   
 
University or life experience, which do you 
feel best prepares you for life?  “Life 
have done both, but experience is a great 
teacher!” 
 
Where do you most want to travel, but have 
never been?  The Hamptons in New York.”
 
If money was no object, what would you do 
all day?  “Cook, make jewelry, read, take 
walks, and spend time with friends and 
family.” 
 
 

What was your favorite activity in gym 
class?  “Not my favorite class – I enjoy
anything to do with dancing.” 
 
 
 

Last Month’s “WHO AM I” 

Was Tom Ralston
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TWENTY QUESTIONSTWENTY QUESTIONSTWENTY QUESTIONSTWENTY QUESTIONS    
_________________________________________ 

As a child, what did you want to be when 
  “A buyer 

Bloomingdales in New York City.” 

thing that should be taught 
“Manners – We 

could all benefit from more use of please 

University or life experience, which do you 
Life – I 

experience is a great 

to travel, but have 
The Hamptons in New York.”  

ct, what would you do 
“Cook, make jewelry, read, take 

d time with friends and 

avorite activity in gym 
I enjoyed 

If you had to choose to live without one of 
your five senses, which one would you give 
up?  “That is tough, but I guess smell.  There 
are great smells I would miss, and b
smells that I wouldn’t miss.”
 
What animal best represents you and why?
“A friendly dog – I am loyal, I can be full of 
energy and then curl up and take a nap.  I 
love people and I can be very prote
my family and friends.” 
 
If you could take only three items with you 
to a deserted island, what would they be?
“My iPad (of course this is a magic iPad that 
stays charged), and an endless supply of 
chocolate, and a favorite blanket.”
 

If you could master one skill you 
right now, what would it be?
advanced math.” 
 
If you could have one superpower, what 
would it be and how would you use it?
“The ability to go back in time, so we can 
have do-overs.”   
 
If you could time travel, would you
past or the future?  “To the future to see who 
is part of my several next generatio
see how they are doing.”
 
Would you rather be a jack of 
or a master of one?  “Variety i
life – therefore I would choose a jack of
many trades.”     
 
If you could change one thing about 
yourself, what would it be
taller.”  
 
What single message would you sen
advanced alien species?  
everyone.”   
   

Last Month’s “WHO AM I” 

Tom Ralston 

2016 

f you had to choose to live without one of 
es, which one would you give 

“That is tough, but I guess smell.  There 
at smells I would miss, and bad 

smells that I wouldn’t miss.”  

mal best represents you and why?  
I am loyal, I can be full of 

energy and then curl up and take a nap.  I 
love people and I can be very protective of 

 

If you could take only three items with you 
rted island, what would they be?  

My iPad (of course this is a magic iPad that 
endless supply of 

avorite blanket.” 

If you could master one skill you don’t have 
right now, what would it be?  “All levels of 

If you could have one superpower, what 
it be and how would you use it?  

ack in time, so we can 

If you could time travel, would you go to the 
To the future to see who 

is part of my several next generations and 
see how they are doing.” 

Would you rather be a jack of many trades 
“Variety is the spice of 
d choose a jack of 

If you could change one thing about 
yourself, what would it be?  “I would be 

What single message would you send to an 
  “Be kind to 
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If you could abolish one piece of modern 
technology, what would it be and why?
“Social media – I am afraid we will have 
children that do not know to how to 
communicate properly.”     
 
If you could speak to everyone in the world 
at the same time, what would you say?
would all benefit from putting others
 
If you could use technology to do one thing, 
what would it be?  “I would cure deadly 
chronic illnesses.”   
 
If you could have the answer to any 
question, what would that question be?
“Why do bad things happen to children?”
 
What words of wisdom would you pass onto 
your childhood self?  Don’t ever give up, 
learn from your mistakes, and listen to your 
parents!”   
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Tune In Next Month 

To Find Out... 

A Special Thanks To Tom 

Ralston For Being My 

Guinea Pig In This New 

Addition To The 

Newsletter!  -Kristina
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If you could abolish one piece of modern 
what would it be and why?  

I am afraid we will have 
to how to 

If you could speak to everyone in the world 
e same time, what would you say?  “We 

would all benefit from putting others first.”   

do one thing, 
“I would cure deadly 

If you could have the answer to any 
on, what would that question be?  

ad things happen to children?”  

u pass onto 
Don’t ever give up, 

learn from your mistakes, and listen to your 

 

Congratulations
On The Release 

Of Your New Book!
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Congratulations Lyle Gibson on the release of 
your new book, “From T

Beyond”.  The book is a collection of TRUE 
personal stories that Lyle experienced as an 

athlete and coach in various sports.  The book 
tells stories that people don’t see or hear 

while watching or waiting for their team to 
play...things off the field or court, on runs, 
pranks, etc.  Many are humorous, some 

serious, some hard to believe and even some 
potentially inspiring.

 
Lyle will be selling and signing copies at the 
Burlington Public Library at the Sterling Lord 
Writers Showcase from 10 a.m. to 2

Saturday, November 5th. 
signing on Sunday, November 6
Burlington By The Book during the 

Downtown Open House from
He will also have a book signing at Book 
World in Westland Mall on Saturday, 

November 26th from 1-5 p.m.
and show your support 
at one of his book events!

 
 

Tune In Next Month  

 

A Special Thanks To Tom 

Ralston For Being My 

Guinea Pig In This New 

Addition To The 

Kristina- 
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Congratulations Lyle Gibson 
On The Release  

Of Your New Book! 

Congratulations Lyle Gibson on the release of 
From The Bench and 

Beyond”.  The book is a collection of TRUE 
personal stories that Lyle experienced as an 

athlete and coach in various sports.  The book 
tories that people don’t see or hear 

while watching or waiting for their team to 
ield or court, on runs, 

pranks, etc.  Many are humorous, some 
serious, some hard to believe and even some 

potentially inspiring. 

and signing copies at the 
Burlington Public Library at the Sterling Lord 
Writers Showcase from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. on 

  He will have a book 
signing on Sunday, November 6th at 

Book during the 
House from 11 a.m.- 4 p.m.  

a book signing at Book 
World in Westland Mall on Saturday, 

5 p.m. Please stop by 
and show your support  
at one of his book events! 
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Congratulations Sandy Levins 
On The Release  

Of Your New Book! 
 

Zion’s own Sandy Levins 

has had a fifth children’s 

book published by the 

American Psychological 

Association’s children’s 

division, Magination Press. 

“Either Way, Story of a Gay 

Kid” was released last 

month and is available on line, at Burlington 

By the Book and from the author. 

 

Either Way is a Graphic Novel that is written 

for middle and high school youth and young 

adults. The book teaches teens about the 

history of gay rights in America while 

emphasizing the recurring theme that, “It’s 

okay to be gay. Or not. Either way, it’s okay.”  

 

The book features three stories braided 

together – a coming of age/coming out story, 

a lesson on marriage equality and equal 

rights, and the experience of a gay man in the 

military. 

 

Sandy says this is a story of hope. Hope that 

straight kids and adults will understand, 

accept and love their LGBTQ friends, 

neighbors, sons and daughters. And hope 

that LGBTQ kids will accept and celebrate 

who they are! 
 

Sandy’s other titles are “Was It the Chocolate 

Pudding? A Story for Little Kids about 

Divorce”, “Do You Sing Twinkle? A Story 

about Remarriage and New Family”, “Eli’s 

Lie-O-Meter, A Story about Honesty”, and 

“Bumblebee Bike” which is about borrowing 

without asking. 

 

 
Stewardship Sunday 
Sunday, November 13 

 

 
 
If you have not already received a letter and 
pledge card from Zion, you will be receiving 
one soon. We are asking you to give us an 
estimate of what your giving might be in 
2017.  As you consider your giving for next 
year, please spend some time in prayer.  

What portion of your income will you return 
to the God, the Source of All Good Things?  
What will you dedicate for the support of the 

ministries we do here at Zion?   
Will you budget 1%? 5%?  

The biblical 10% (tithe)?  More? 
 

Together we do so many vital and valuable 
ministries as Zion Church.  Thank you in 
advance for supporting Zion Church! 
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Community-Wide  
BackPack Program 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
As many of you know, there is a need in our 

community to help families who are 
struggling to make ends meet.  One of the 
ways we can help is through the St. Vincent 

de Paul Society BackPack Program. 
 

The community-wide program assists school 
children in Des Moines County who are at 
risk for being hungry when school is not in 

session.  The program works through  
the school counselors who indicate the 
number of bags needed each week.   

Non-perishable food bags are packed  
(every Sunday at St. John’s Catholic Church 
Hall – 800 Division Street) and delivered to 

the schools every Thursday morning. 
 

Volunteers are needed  
in the following areas: 

 

- Packing the bags on Sunday 
 afternoons from 3:00 pm – 5:00 pm. at 
 St. John’s Church Hall (usually 15-20 
 volunteers needed). 
 

- Help loading the van (40 lb totes) on 
 Thursday mornings at 9:30 am. at St. 
 John’s Church Hall (2-3 volunteers) 
 

- A contact person who would schedule 
 groups, clubs, organizations, etc. so 
 not all people show up the same week.  
 

For additional information, please contact  
Craig Fenton at 319-753-6071. 

 

 

    

One Great Hour of Sharing One Great Hour of Sharing One Great Hour of Sharing One Great Hour of Sharing     

Responds to DisastersResponds to DisastersResponds to DisastersResponds to Disasters    

    

    
 

 

 

 

Hurricane Matthew made landfall in Haiti on 

the morning of October 4 and in Cuba later 

that afternoon.  The storm flattened 

communities and wrecked agriculture 

throughout the region. This powerful and 

slow-moving storm battered the United 

States’ Atlantic coast, flooding homes and 

causing deaths. 
 

HHHHow Can You Help Now:ow Can You Help Now:ow Can You Help Now:ow Can You Help Now:    
 

Pray Passionately 
 

Stay Connected 

One Great Hour of Sharing (UCC) – 

Facebook & Twitter Week of Compassion 
 

Respond Generously Online By Visiting: 

www.ucc.org/donate_to_disaster_relief  OR 

www.weekofcompassion.org 
 

 

Send Gifts By Mail To: 

One Great Hour of Sharing (UCC) 

Financial Services Office 

700 Prospect Avenue E 

Cleveland, OH  44115 

Memo Line Of Your Check: 

Hurricane Matthew 
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The United Church of Christ and the 

Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) are 

well situated to respond robustly to people 

impacted both in the Caribbean and within 

the United States.  Within hours, solidarity 

grants from the 2016 One Great Hour of 

Sharing Offering and Week of Compassion 

Fund were at work through partners in the 

region responding to immediate needs of 

food, shelter and safety.  The UCC and 

Disciples are poised to respond with other 

churches to provide food, water, containers, 

roofs, mattresses, hygiene kits and 

psychosocial support.  Within the United 

States, both denominations are active in local 

and national disaster response networks.

 

Your generosity to this disaster appeal 

will enable our churches to expand 

these responses and to walk closely 

with our neighbors now, in the immediate 

crisis, and through the long-term 

recovery process that follows.

 

In the midst of tumultuous weather, people 

receive food and water to drink.  In

of danger, people find safety and rebuild 

homes.  In the midst of hopelessness, people 

experience a love that will not let them go.

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Go The Extra Mile!
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OGHS Also Responds to OGHS Also Responds to OGHS Also Responds to OGHS Also Responds to 

Iowa DisastersIowa DisastersIowa DisastersIowa Disasters
 

 

 

 

When major rainstorms in August caused 

flooding in and around Clarksville, Iowa, 

Pastor Linda Myren of Immanuel UCC in 

Clarksville reached out to Iowa Conference 

Disaster Coordinator Brice Hughes, who was 

able to get a Solidarity Grant of $3,000 to help 

Immanuel UCC lessen suffering in the 

Clarksville area. Your generous gifts to One 

Great Hour of Sharing change

on the East Coast of the US after Hurricane 

Matthew, and around the world.

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A Card Was Sent To The Church From 
Connie Martin, Demonstrating Her 
Appreciation To The Zion Church!

 

“Many thanks to all of you who worked so 
hard painting my house during the week of 

the Paint-A-Thon.  You were all 
so very kind and thoughtful!!!  
It was a dream come true

 

Thank You Again,
Connie MartinGo The Extra Mile! 

2016 

OGHS Also Responds to OGHS Also Responds to OGHS Also Responds to OGHS Also Responds to     

Iowa DisastersIowa DisastersIowa DisastersIowa Disasters    

When major rainstorms in August caused 

flooding in and around Clarksville, Iowa, 

Pastor Linda Myren of Immanuel UCC in 

Clarksville reached out to Iowa Conference 

Disaster Coordinator Brice Hughes, who was 

able to get a Solidarity Grant of $3,000 to help 

manuel UCC lessen suffering in the 

Clarksville area. Your generous gifts to One 

Great Hour of Sharing changes lives: in Iowa, 

on the East Coast of the US after Hurricane 

Matthew, and around the world. 

A Card Was Sent To The Church From 
Martin, Demonstrating Her 

Appreciation To The Zion Church! 

Many thanks to all of you who worked so 
hard painting my house during the week of 

Thon.  You were all  
so very kind and thoughtful!!!   
It was a dream come true!!!” 

Thank You Again, 
Connie Martin 
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Advent Calendar

 
 
 
 
 
 

This year, The First Sunday of Advent
will be November 27. 

 
Advent is the period of four Sundays and 

weeks before Christmas and means 'Coming' 
in Latin. This is the coming of Jesus into the 
world. Christians use the four Sundays and 
weeks of Advent to prepare and remember 

the real meaning of Christmas.
 

Each Sunday at Zion, a candle on the Advent 
Wreath is lighted, until Christmas Eve when 
the Christ candle is lighted.  The Advent 

candles represent hope, peace, love a
 

Come and join all at Zion as we prepare our 
hearts for the coming of the Christ Child.

 

 
 
 

 
Mark Your Calendar!

 
The Detroit Mission Trip has been scheduled 

for June 18th – June 24th.  
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Calendar 

This year, The First Sunday of Advent  
 

Advent is the period of four Sundays and 
weeks before Christmas and means 'Coming' 
in Latin. This is the coming of Jesus into the 

four Sundays and 
weeks of Advent to prepare and remember 

the real meaning of Christmas. 

Each Sunday at Zion, a candle on the Advent 
Wreath is lighted, until Christmas Eve when 

The Advent 
candles represent hope, peace, love and joy. 

Come and join all at Zion as we prepare our 
hearts for the coming of the Christ Child. 

Mark Your Calendar! 

The Detroit Mission Trip has been scheduled 
.   

 
Thanksgiving Offering

 
Thanksgiving Offering 
Envelopes are included 

Envelope Box Sets.  
The 

applied to Zion’s Love 
Fund again this year.  

Our Love Fund assists 
individuals with food, prescriptions, water 

bills, utilities, rent, bus passes, lodging for the 
homeless, and gas vouchers.  

 
If you utilize a pew offering envelope, please 

designate it as “Thanksgiving Offering”.  
There are many people in our community 
who need our help, especially during the 
holiday season.  Thank you 
your support to the Love 

 

 
 
 

 
The United Church Board 
For Ministerial Assistance

  
The United Church Board for Ministerial 
Assistance offers a sincere thanks to Zion 

United Church of Christ for its generous and 
faithful support of the 2015 Christmas Fund, 

with gifts, totaling $478.00.
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

2016 

 
Thanksgiving Offering 

Thanksgiving Offering 
Envelopes are included 

in your Offering 
Envelope Box Sets.  
The offering will be 

applied to Zion’s Love 
Fund again this year.  

Our Love Fund assists 
individuals with food, prescriptions, water 

bills, utilities, rent, bus passes, lodging for the 
nd gas vouchers.   

If you utilize a pew offering envelope, please 
designate it as “Thanksgiving Offering”.  
There are many people in our community 
who need our help, especially during the 
holiday season.  Thank you in advance for 
your support to the Love Fund Cause!  

 
The United Church Board  
For Ministerial Assistance 

The United Church Board for Ministerial 
offers a sincere thanks to Zion 

United Church of Christ for its generous and 
faithful support of the 2015 Christmas Fund, 

totaling $478.00. 
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InstallationInstallationInstallationInstallation

St. Luke UCC, one of our 
sister UCC churches in 
town, is celebrating the 

‘official’ beginning of a new ministry, 
and we are invited to 
join in the celebration.
 

The Rev. Hannah Ryan will be 
installed as their Pastor on

Sunday, November 13, at 3pm.
 

Because we are One Church, it is most 
appropriate that we join St. Luke in 

celebrating the installation of their new 
pastor. By our presence we emphasize our 
unity in Spirit and service. Please make 

November 13, 3 pm. a Red Letter entry on 
your calendar. Join the people at St. Luke 

in celebrating an important 
milestone in the life of their church.

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

New Zion Member
 

Please be sure to extend a warm welcome to 
our newest congregation member...Barb 
Clem!!!  We are happy to have her as an 
official member of Zion United Church of 
Christ!!!  Welcome Barb!!!  We look forward 
to getting to know you and are confident you 

will be a great addition to our family!
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Zion Member 

Please be sure to extend a warm welcome to 
our newest congregation member...Barb 
Clem!!!  We are happy to have her as an 
official member of Zion United Church of 

Welcome Barb!!!  We look forward 
to getting to know you and are confident you 

will be a great addition to our family! 

 

Totenfest 

Sunday, November 20
 

During the worship service on November 

20th,  we will have a special time to remember 

and celebrate the lives of those from Zion 

who have died during this past year.
 

Totenfest is a distinctive practice that grows 

out of the Evangelical tradition of the UCC. 

Although the name Totenfest is unknown to 

many in the UCC, its importance as a special 

time of remembrance continues not only in 

our Evangelical heritage, but for all.  It is a 

way of remaining connected to deceased 

loved ones, as the process of grieving and 

remembering are vital to our spiritual health.

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Remembering Those 

Who Have Passed During 

The Last Y

2016 

 

Totenfest  

Sunday, November 20 

worship service on November 

we will have a special time to remember 

and celebrate the lives of those from Zion 

who have died during this past year. 

Totenfest is a distinctive practice that grows 

out of the Evangelical tradition of the UCC. 

the name Totenfest is unknown to 

many in the UCC, its importance as a special 

time of remembrance continues not only in 

our Evangelical heritage, but for all.  It is a 

way of remaining connected to deceased 

loved ones, as the process of grieving and 

bering are vital to our spiritual health. 

Remembering Those  

Who Have Passed During 

The Last Year... 
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Meyers Tree Farm
 

The Meyers Christmas Tree Farm began in 
1987, and since then they have over 5,000 
Christmas trees growing to choose from 
on their 25 acres of trees. They have 

a large selection of Scotch Pine, 
White Pine and Norway Spruce Trees. 

The Meyers Tree Farm also orders pre
Fraser Fir trees that are freshly cut from 

a Michigan Tree Farm. 
 

After You Find The Perfect Christmas Tree
Meyers Tree Farm will provide you with a 

saw or they can cut it down for you. The tree 
is then shook on one of their machines that 
allows the old needles to shed off. For an 

additional charge, they will bale the tree with 
a plastic netting which makes 

it easier to transport. 

 
So tag Your Christmas Tree Early!  While t
weather is still warm, visit Myers Tree Farm 
after Thanksgiving and cut your fresh tree.  

Make it a family tradition
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The Meyers Christmas Tree Farm began in 
1987, and since then they have over 5,000 
Christmas trees growing to choose from  
on their 25 acres of trees. They have  

a large selection of Scotch Pine,  
White Pine and Norway Spruce Trees.  

so orders pre-cut  
Fraser Fir trees that are freshly cut from  

 

After You Find The Perfect Christmas Tree: 
Meyers Tree Farm will provide you with a 

saw or they can cut it down for you. The tree 
on one of their machines that 

allows the old needles to shed off. For an 
additional charge, they will bale the tree with 

a plastic netting which makes                                      

So tag Your Christmas Tree Early!  While the 
weather is still warm, visit Myers Tree Farm 
after Thanksgiving and cut your fresh tree.  

Make it a family tradition! 

 
Christmas Tree Farm

 
Open the day after

to December
Monday thru Saturday 9:00 AM to 5:00 PM; 

Sunday 12:00 PM to 5:00 PM
Contact Information:

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

HOLIDAY PARADE
 

November 26, 2016, 5:00 PM 
Location:  Downtown Burlington

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
What a perfect opportunity to gather with 
family and friends and make some holiday 
memories. Find a comfortable spot along 
Jefferson Street and relax while you watch 

one of Burlington's best shows. 
 

The parade begins at 8th & Jefferson Streets 
and proceeds east down to Main Street. 

It's a very special evening in Downtown that 
will truly get you into the holiday spirit 

especially when you see 
Santa Claus coming down the lane. 

 
Afterwards, be sure to visit Santa in his 

cottage in Nancy Neafie Park 
at 6th and Jefferson.

 
 

 

 

2016 

Farm Hours: 

after Thanksgiving  
December 23rd  

Monday thru Saturday 9:00 AM to 5:00 PM;  
PM to 5:00 PM 

Information:  319-985-2102 

HOLIDAY PARADE 

November 26, 2016, 5:00 PM - 8:00 PM 
Location:  Downtown Burlington 

What a perfect opportunity to gather with 
family and friends and make some holiday 
memories. Find a comfortable spot along 
Jefferson Street and relax while you watch 

one of Burlington's best shows.  

The parade begins at 8th & Jefferson Streets 
s east down to Main Street.  

It's a very special evening in Downtown that 
will truly get you into the holiday spirit - 

especially when you see  
Santa Claus coming down the lane.  

Afterwards, be sure to visit Santa in his 
cottage in Nancy Neafie Park  

6th and Jefferson. 
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Miles & Memories 5K 
Formerly Great River 
Hospice Fun Run-Walk

 

Great River Hospice House, 1306 S. 
Washington Rd., West Burlington, IA

 

November 5, 2016, 10:00 AM - 11:00 AM

 
Exciting changes… same 
great cause. Two Rivers 
Financial Group has 

partnered with the Great 
River Hospice Fun 

Run/Walk as one of their 
“good neighbors” and 
will be the presenting 
sponsor for 2016. We’re 

excited to announce that due to this 
partnership, Chip Timers will be provided for 
the run! To keep in line with other chip timed 
runs in the area, the race has bumped up to a 
full 5K while keeping the separate 1 mile 
stroll. To better reflect all the exciting 
changes, the Great River Hospice Fun 

Run/Walk will now be known as the Miles & 
Memories 5K benefiting Great River Hospice.

Registration is open.  
 

You can register and purchase a Memorial 
Flag online, for a small fee by 

registering online. Or, you can download 
an entry form.  You can pick up an entry form 

at the Great River Hospice House 
or any Two Rivers location.

 
Please call or email with any qu

Contact Information: 
grmilesandmemories@gmail.com

319-768-3352 
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Miles & Memories 5K - 
Formerly Great River  

Walk 

Great River Hospice House, 1306 S. 
Washington Rd., West Burlington, IA 

11:00 AM 

Exciting changes… same 
Two Rivers 

Financial Group has 
partnered with the Great 

River Hospice Fun 
Run/Walk as one of their 
“good neighbors” and 
will be the presenting 
sponsor for 2016. We’re 

excited to announce that due to this 
partnership, Chip Timers will be provided for 

un! To keep in line with other chip timed 
runs in the area, the race has bumped up to a 
full 5K while keeping the separate 1 mile 
stroll. To better reflect all the exciting 
changes, the Great River Hospice Fun 

Run/Walk will now be known as the Miles & 
ries 5K benefiting Great River Hospice. 

 

You can register and purchase a Memorial 
Flag online, for a small fee by 

. Or, you can download 
You can pick up an entry form 

at the Great River Hospice House  
or any Two Rivers location. 

Please call or email with any questions. 

grmilesandmemories@gmail.com  

 
Holiday Retail Open House

November 6, 2016, 12:00 PM 
Location:  Downtown Burlington

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Kick off your holiday season with one of 

Burlington’s favorite events! 
 

Get a head start on holiday gift buying at the 
specialty retail shops, sample food and 

refreshments, and register for the giveaway of 
$1000 in Downtown Dollars. 

 
Gather your friends and family and come 

downtown for this special day of 
shopping and fun. 

 
Register for prizes at all part

merchants, and at 4 pm. gather in front of the 
Art Center at 301 Jefferson to see 

if you are a winner!
 

The drawing will be held at 4:15 PM at the 
Art Center, 301 Jefferson.

 
Come see what’s new downtown!

 

 

2016 

 
Holiday Retail Open House 

November 6, 2016, 12:00 PM - 4:00 PM 
Location:  Downtown Burlington 

Kick off your holiday season with one of 
Burlington’s favorite events!  

Get a head start on holiday gift buying at the 
specialty retail shops, sample food and 

refreshments, and register for the giveaway of 
$1000 in Downtown Dollars.  

Gather your friends and family and come 
downtown for this special day of  

shopping and fun.  

Register for prizes at all participating 
gather in front of the 

Art Center at 301 Jefferson to see  
if you are a winner! 

be held at 4:15 PM at the 
Art Center, 301 Jefferson. 

Come see what’s new downtown! 

 



 

 

 

 

 
 

 

November Birthdays:
 

2--- Renee Workman 

 159 Golf Lane, Burlington, IA 

 

3--- Shirley Greiner 

 12146 Flint Valley Drive, Burlington, IA

 

6--- Nancy Haley 

 13797 90
th

 Avenue, Burlington, IA

 

6--- Diana Jay 

 13524 65
th

 Avenue, Burlington, IA
 

11-- Adra Johnson 

 10574 Rolling Hills Drive, Burlington, IA

 

11-- Sheri Landstrom 

 2105 S. 10
th

 Street, Burlington, IA
  

 

11-- Mark Oetken 

 P.O. Box 231, West Burlington, IA

  

18-- Janet Chapman 

 P.O. Box 591, Burlington, IA   

  

18-- Breylon Pope 

 509 Harrison Avenue, Burlington, IA

  

20--  Gary Haley 

 13797 90
th

 Avenue, Burlington, IA

 

20-- Tammy Ita 

 1419 Cleveland Avenue, Burlington, IA

 

22-- Sue Eden 

 218 Lewis Street, Burlington, IA 

 

22-- William Kirchner 

 516 Maple Street, Burlington, IA

Birthdays: 

12146 Flint Valley Drive, Burlington, IA 

Avenue, Burlington, IA 

Avenue, Burlington, IA 

10574 Rolling Hills Drive, Burlington, IA   

Street, Burlington, IA 

P.O. Box 231, West Burlington, IA 

Harrison Avenue, Burlington, IA 

Avenue, Burlington, IA  

1419 Cleveland Avenue, Burlington, IA 

 

516 Maple Street, Burlington, IA 

 

 

24-- Ruth Smith 

 1116 Hagemann Avenue, Burlington, IA

 

26-- Debra Vanscoy 

 705 Louisa Street, Burlington, IA
  

 

27-- Renita Jarrett 

 1517 Parkway Drive, Burlington, IA

 

28-- Tonya Burch 

 1014 S. 6
th

 Street, Burlington, IA

 

Early December Birthdays:
 

1--- Abbigail Eden 

 3420 Mason Road, Apt. 211, Burlington, IA 

 
  

1--- Betty Ford 

 509 W Agency, Lot 62, West Burlington, IA

 
 

2--- Ian Hedges 

 11774 Greenwood Drive, Burlington, IA

 
 

2--- Dugan Thye 

 10240 155
th

 Street, Burlington, IA

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

November Anniversaries:
 

 

1--- Craig & Lisa Neises (19)

 2033 Osborn Street, Burlington, IA
 
 
 

2-- Michael & Teresa Heitmeier

 11386 147
th 

Avenue, West Burlington, IA
 
 

1116 Hagemann Avenue, Burlington, IA 

705 Louisa Street, Burlington, IA   

1517 Parkway Drive, Burlington, IA  

Street, Burlington, IA 

Early December Birthdays: 

3420 Mason Road, Apt. 211, Burlington, IA  

509 W Agency, Lot 62, West Burlington, IA 

11774 Greenwood Drive, Burlington, IA 

Street, Burlington, IA 

Anniversaries: 

Craig & Lisa Neises (19) 

2033 Osborn Street, Burlington, IA 

Michael & Teresa Heitmeier 

Avenue, West Burlington, IA 





Global Ministries
 

November 2016: Right Here and Now
BY JAMES WILSON ON SEPTEMBER 21, 201

But those who hope in God will renew their strength. They will soar on wings like eagles; they 

will run and not grow weary, they will walk and not be faint. Isaiah 40:31

While our work at the Theological Education by Extension (TEE) College in Johannesburg, 

South Africa has been a rewarding and moving experience, most of the time we were not always 

sure about the impact of our work. But there were reminders like Tsepo, a pastor and final year 

student in the Diploma in Ministry program, who excitedly shared how much he ha

has applied to his ministry. He said, at age 63, that he now plans to enroll in the Bachelor 

Theological degree program. Yes, at times like that, we are reminded of the book of Isaiah and 

the added strength that comes from God.

After having served for almost 28 years in Africa, we have mixed feelings about leaving Africa 

for the last time and heading to North America to prepare for retirement. Africa, and the people 

who have blessed our lives there, remain very much in our hearts and have help

Christian faith. There are moments when we would like to remain planted here. And yet, we 

realize that our work in South Africa is coming to a close. As they say in Sesotho, “Hona mona, 

hona joale” - right here and now.

The Church in Africa is alive and well, truly an indigenous, homegrown faith. We feel privileged 

in having been allowed to serve here in Southern Africa and the many friendships we made. 

Right here and now, we have been blessed.

James & Jayanthi Wilson serve with the United

(UCCSA), seconded to the South Africa Synod and assigned to the Kuruman Moffat Mission. 

Their appointment is made possible by your gifts to Disciples Mission Fund, Our Churches 

Wider Mission, and your special gifts
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